44                                HISTORY OF                        [CHAP. XI

Thus far successful, 'Abd-Allah, in defiance of Ms father's
dying advice, resolved to complete his projects of conquest by
an invasion of the Meccan territory on the west. Gathering a
second time the whole force of Nejed, he crossed the frontiers of
the Haram at Meghasil, and within a few days.encamped before
Mecca., too weak for effectual defence. The sacred town, which
since the days of Karmoot-ebn-Tahir had been respected by
all factions, and protected from every invader, was now taken,
the garrison massacred, and along with the Turkish soldiers
many of the oldest and most honoured Shereefs and Sey'yids
fell among the slain. Every ornament, every vestige of un-Arab
devotion or superstition was taken away or destroyed; and the
Ca'abah, now restored to the naked purity of Islamitic worship,
was protected against future contamination by the refusal of
access to all except the orthodox, that is, the conquering sect.
However, a slight relaxation from this comprehensive prohibition
was accorded to pilgrims whom the payment of a suitable
tribute and pecuniary homage furnished with a satisfactory
testimonial to the correctness of their religious views; on no
other terms was Mecca under her new lords approachable by
Sonnee or Shiya'ee. Even then a fit of fanatic zeal would
occasionally prevail over all the charms of gold, and 'Abd-Allah
atoned for his purchased compromises by an absolute refusal of
passage thrown every now and then in the path of Turkish
pilgrims, whatever might be their rank or station. On one
such occasion the sister of the Sultan himself was sent back
" with sorrow and shame " from the Meccan frontier, before she
had kissed the black stone, or thrown a single pebble in the
valley of Mina. More than once the plunder of wealthy heretical
caravans gratified the Wahhabee guardians of the holy place
by a happy union of principle and interest, of zeal and gain.
Golden times, though of brief duration, but long to live in the
affectionate memory of 'Aarecl and Riad, where I heard many
a sigh after the good old days of conquest, intolerance, and
'Abd-Allah.

His next enterprise was against Medinah. This was* due, if
we may trust the Meccan account of the event, to a singular
political manoeuvre effected in the upper regions. The surviving
Shereefs and Sheykhs of Mecca, seeing that the Almighty did